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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN  - M.Pykelny  
 
2009 Annual Banquet will be held Saturday, 
January 10, 2009 @1:30 PM  
 
Giovanni’s Italian Restaurant 
9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd  
San Diego, CA. 
It is on the corner of Clairemont Mesa Blvd and 
Ruffin Rd, Between 163 and I-15 
$10.00 will cover pizza, salad, and soft drinks. 
Bring a friend or a loved one. 
 
Flying field notes: 
Our November contest was cancelled twice 
due to inclement weather. 
KUSI News reports the new border crossing 
will begin construction in 2012, 
time to start looking for a new venue. 
 
San Diego Orbiteers Annual Spring Contest 
will be held at Lost Hills 
on May 16 and 17th. The Fresno Gas Model 
Club will not be a co-sponsor 
this year. Time to build that contest winning 
ship. 
 
Next scheduled contest- This Sunday, 
December 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2008 ORBITEER FLYING SCHEDULE   
 
Dec  14  -  Coupe (Festival) 
 
 
* Non-Club Points Event 
Otay Field Weather (619) 661-8297 
 
Orbiteer Web Site: 
www.SanDiegoOrbiteers.com 
 
 
 
MONEY MATTERS   -   H.Haupt  
 
Starting Balance  (11/01/08) ………….. $1,730.42 
 
Income: 
SW FAI Regional Profit     91.33 
40TH T’Shirt Sales               30.00 
Old Style T’Shirts Sales      10.00  
Dues Paid (2)                   __50.00 
                                         $181.33 
 
Expenses: 
November Newsletter        _76.48 
                                           $76.48 
 
Ending Balance  (11/31/08) ………….. $1,835.27 
 
 
 
2008 OFFICERS 
President 
   Mike Pykelny .........(858) 748-6235 
Vice President 
   Larry Miller .........(858) 292-1434  
Secretary  
   John Merill...........(619) 449-4047 
Treasurer 
   Fudo Takagi ..........(619) 234-0074 
Safety Officer & Field Marshall 
   Don Bartick ..........(760) 789-3773 
Competition Director 
   Sid Hobbs ............(949) 443-4143  
El Torbellino Editor 
   Howard Haupt .........(858) 272-5656 
 
MEMBER EMAIL ADDRESS's 
Alling . . . . . johnsair@aol.com   
Arroyo . . . . . garroyo@asymtek.com   
Bagalini . . . . starlink_flitetech@yahoo.com   
Banks  . . . . . flylong@cox.net   
Bartick  . . . . dbartick@4-warddesign.com   
Beecroft . . . . bob@theaerosmith.com   
Booth  . . . . . booth@boothsauarez.com   
Castillo . . . . delcas45@aol.com  
Chomyn . . . . . chomyn@roadrunner.com    
Haupt  . . . . . hlhaupt1033@att.net   
Hobbs  . . . . . sidhobbs@cox.com   

Hutchison  . . . johnhutchison1@cox.net   
Ives . . . . . . dives@bendbroadband.com   
Joseph . . . . . pljoseph@sbcglobal.net  
Keck . . . . . . kandwmfg@aol.com   
Langdon  . . . . rlangdon289@cox.net  
Love . . . . . . plove@san.rr.com    
Loveland . . . . mloveland@ieee.org   
Mansfield  . . . george_jr@sbcglobal.net   
Martin . . . . . martin1800@gmail.com   
Merrill  . . . . johnrmerrill@yahoo.com    
Miller . . . . . lmiller1@ureach.com  
Musick . . . . . musickml@comcast.net    
Oldenkamp  . . . boxbldr@hotmail.com   
Overcash . . . . robertovercash@cox.net  
Peace  . . . . . mergeo@pacbell.net   
Peck Miller  . . sandyshm@aol.com    
Phillips . . . . norman_phillips@msn.com  
Piserchio  . . . piserchi@mail.sdsu.edu    
Primbs . . . . . cprimbs@cox.net   
Pykelny  . . . . mpykelny@dslextreme.com   
Ray  . . . . . . ralphray@earthlink.net   
Rioridan . . . . donaldriordan@msn.com   
Saba . . . . . . sa6831@toast.net   
Seamster . . . . seamster@cox.net   
Steinmetz  . . . hls7777@cox.net    
Sullivan . . . . gesullivan5050@sbcglobal.net   
Vanmatre . . . . nickv@cox.net   
Willis . . . . . willisasoc@aol.com   
Yost . . . . . . cyost42747@aol.com   
Zachman  . . . . zachmancapzac@cox.com  
 
ORBITEERS YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Junior - $10  Senior - $15  Open - $25 
65+    - $15  Family - $30  Subc - $15 
Lifetime membership  - $250 
Submit dues to club treasurer or editor : 
Fudo Takagi (Treasurer) (or) Howard Haupt (Editor) 
2168 Newton Ave              3860 Ecochee Ave 
San Diego, CA 92113          San Diego, CA 92117   
 
THE FINE PRINT  
El Torbellino is the official newsletter of the San Diego Orbiteers, 
an Academy of Model Aeronautics Charter Club (#1113) and a California 
not for profit corporation.  This newsletter is sent monthly to all  paid 
members, selected exchange and magazine editors.  Non-members may  
subscribe at $15.00 per year within the U.S.A., offshore price will be  
adjusted to reflect the postage incurred.  Materials from El Torbellino may  
be reproduced on an unlimited basis by other publications, but proper  
credit is requested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nov/2008   Meeting Minutes  –  J.Merrill 
 
Ten in attendance tonight, including: Larry Miller, 
Larry Bagalini, Bob Beecroft, Bob Overcash, 
Gerald Sullivan, Howard Haupt, Don Bartick, Mike 
Pykelny, John Hutchison, and John Merrill.  
 
After the consumption of our favorite pizza, brought 
in by Howard (Thanks, as always!), the meeting 
was called to order at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were corrected, in the 
following way: the Lost Hills Assn. meeting on 
11/8/08 shall determine the ’09 U.S.F.F. Champs 
date, not that of the South West Regionals.  
Otherwise, the minutes are okay. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – dollar amount given from 
last newsletter, for update, see “Money Maters” 
column elsewhere in the E.T.   Starting next month 
(December), the club should save about $50.00 or 
so per month by sending out the newsletter via e-
mail instead of by U.S. mail.  If you are not on the 
e-mail list, and wish to be, please help us save even 
more funds by sending your e-mail to Howard 
Haupt.  His info is inside the E.T. 
 
Old Business – Don Bartick said we need to set 
next year’s calendar.  The Lost Hills Assn. requests 
our date, last weekend in September, to hold the 
Champs.  It is every other year, so we would have 
to give up our annual date every other year.  Larry 
Bagalini proposed we give up our Sept. date and 
reschedule our annual, so the Champs can have that 
date.  The motion passed.  John Hutchison made a 
motion to remove the Semi-Annual from the 
calendar, discontinue the contest.  That motion 
passed.  Next year’s Annual to be held April 25th & 
26th, same date as our Semi-Annual had been.  
Motion passed.  Our monthly contests will be the 3rd 
weekend of each month, unless it conflicts with the 
4 holidays previously posted. 
 
New Business – There was a misprint in the last 
E.T.: gas motor run time for AMA/Classic should 
read 7 seconds, not 6 seconds as published last 
month.  The only other change; start time of 8:00, 
not 8:30 as printed. 
Larry Miller said it would be great if we could add 
to our line-up of contests a towline glider event.  
There ensued much discussion, and it will be 
continued at the Dec. meeting. 

Mike Pykelny pointed out, via a poster on the front 
of the building we meet in, that the city council will 
vote on whether to close the Community Center 
buildings, which would mean we would have to 
meet elsewhere.  Tune in next month to see those 
results. 
 
Our annual awards banquet shall be on Saturday, 
Jan. 10th, ’09.  It will be at the Venice Pizza  
Restaurant, 3333 El Cajon Blvd, San Diego.  Start 
time will be 1:30p.m.  Be there or be hungry! 
 
John Hutchison reported that he spent some time at 
the Lakeside Middle School doing a “dog and pony 
show” for upwards of 100 kids.  John also talked 
about our indoor flying sites at Grossmont College 
gym on the 1st Sunday of the month, and the San 
Carlos Rec. Center on the 3rd Friday every month.  
John also passed around several photos taken at the 
Scale Staffel contest held Oct. 26th, and talked about 
the mass launch of the FAC Sportster, being won by 
George Mansfield.  
 
Gerald Sullivan said Chuck Wenlock, designer of 
the Sportster, has donated the plans for 6 different 
planes, all of which he designed.  Next year, Scale 
Staffel’s contests will feature a mass launch in 
which any of the planes can be flown. 
 
John Hutchison then donated 3 large 40th 
Anniversary T-shirts, to be sold for $10.00 each.  
These are now “collector’s items”, and one of them 
was snatched up in a hurry.  The other two are still 
up for grabs, so get your order in soon!  Don 
Bartick said we still have some of the 50th 
Anniversary shirts available as well.  
 
Show and Tell – Jerry Sullivan showed us a new 
circuit board/timer for a D.T.  All together it is very 
tiny, with a 3 gram servo, and a total weight of 8 
grams.  It was said to be perfect for F1E, or almost 
anything else for that matter.   
 
Bob Overcash brought in a Dremel-type tool, 
bought at Harbor Freight, with a winder attached to 
one end.  Should make winding easy! 
 
Back to New Business – Nomination of next year’s 
officers, we almost forgot they were due this month.   
Larry Bagalini proposed the current slate of officers 
stay in office another year.  Larry Miller will be 
V.P. and Contest Director.  Don Bartick seconded  



the motion, and it passed.  If anyone is interested in 
running for any of the positions (especially 
Secretary), there is still time, as the officers need to 
be voted on at the December meeting.   
Meeting adjourned at 8:50p.m., with no indoor 
flying tonight 
 
Respectfully submitted, with only a few errors,  
by John R. Merrill, Amateur Student Secretary. 
 

 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE    -    H.Haupt  
 
No indoor flying in November. 
 
The December issue of the El Torbellino arrived at 
your doorstep this month via Email.  Some continue 
to receive the hard copy of the issue via the US 
Mail because they do not have email at their home 
base. 
 
The closing of the City of San Diego Service 
centers has been back and forth this past month.  As 
of the council meeting on Friday, December 5TH, 
the centers will close in January 2009.  What that 
means to the Orbiteers is that the club needs to 
locate a new location to have our monthly meetings. 
 
Time to beat the bushes to come up with a site.  One 
possibility is to met at Venice Pizza each month.  
Another location might be the Salvation Army 
Activity Center @ Balboa Ave and Clairemont 
Drive, but they charge a fee we may not want to 
pay.  Other thoughts, ideas, bring them to the 
December meeting for discussion. 
 
This may be a good moment in time to discuss the 
idea of combining the efforts of the Scale Staffel 
and the Orbiteers as one club.  A good number of 
flyers are members of both clubs at this time, and 
fly in activities sponsored by each of the clubs.  
Give it some thought and bring your input to the 
next meeting. 
 
Pizza will be available from Venice Pizza House at 
our meeting this month.  Bring your favorite drink, 
as well as a $2.00 for each slice of your favorite 
pizza.  Plates, paper towels, plastic utensils, extra 
ground pepper, and a trash receptacle will be 
provided. 
                                              - Scoop  

ANNUAL CLUB POINTS (Cont.from Nov/08.)                                                                                        

By Larry Miller 
 
 

I assembled lists of past recipients in date order for 
each of our 5 annual club awards.  Each listing 
includes a small picture of the trophy award.  I am 
able to recognize many of the winners by name, 
known achievements, individual stories or 
references from current club members.  Enjoy the 
reading and past memories.  It does appear that club 
winners are competitive and tend to repeat. 
 
After reviewing the lists of winners, it is easy to see 
that the Orbiteers have a rich heritage of modelers.  
As in the past, our current members continue to 
keep the competition active and are a valuable 
source of fresh ideas and experiences.  And over the 
years we have had many club members compete 
successfully at regional, national, and international 
levels.  
 
 
Club Points:  A club contest point chart is 
provided.  Club contest points are tracked for you.  
This point chart has been used by our club for a 
number of years.  It is easy to use when you want to 
verify your own contest points.  CDs from monthly 
club contests send the contest results to the Club 
Contest Coordinator (that CCC or 3C would be me).  
The 3C determines points earned and enters them 
into monthly and cumulative spreadsheets, which 
will be posted in the E.T. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 

 

 
 
 













                                        November Club Contest  -  L.Miller 
 
Our Orbiteers’ monthly contests at Otay Mesa normally has decent weather with stronger breezes beginning 
before noon.  On Nov 9th our contest was being threatened with cooler weather and unfavorable winds on an 
already wet field.  As flyers began to show up, CD John Hutchison delayed making his decision about the 
contest until 9:00 AM.  The winds remained strong and shifted to a more favorable direction but an intermittent 
light drizzle started and John made a wise decision to postpone the contest to the following Sunday. 
 
Strong warm winds were already blowing on our makeup date.  Attendance picked up and the strong winds got 
stronger.  Most flyers had already made their decision about flying. After dodging numerous rolling and flying 
tumbleweeds, Larry Bagalini decided to test the wind before offering his opinion.  Larry was going to perform a 
conclusive but less than scientific experiment.  He was lucky just to hang on to his shirt.  The picture below tells 
the whole story.  Our November contest was not meant to be. 
  
 
 
 

                                       
                                  Larry Bagalini trying to make a decision about 
                             the wind conditions at Otay Mesa in November. 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SAN DIEGO ORBITEERS 
Howard Haupt / Editor 
3860 Ecochee Avenue 
San Diego, CA  92117-4622 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT'S HAPPENING                DECEMBER 2008  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dec. 4    -  Scale Staffel meeting for Hanger Flying, San Carlos, 7:30 pm. 
 
Dec. 7    -   Indoor Flying, Grossmont College, 9:00 to 12:00 pm. 
 
Dec. 12  -  Orbiteer Monthly meeting at S.D. City Serv. Cntr. @  Scripp's Ranch , 
                     11885 Cypress Canyon Road,  Meeting starts at 7:00 pm, 
                     Indoor Fun Fly featuring A-6 & Gliders up to 8" follows the meeting. 
 
Dec. 14  -  Orbiteer Monthly, Otay Mesa, 8:00 am.  
                      Non-Power:  Coupe (Festival)       Power:  All Classes 
 
Dec. 19  -  Scale Staffel Indoor Fun Fly, San Carlos Rec. Cntr.,  6:45 pm. 
                 & Annual Christmas Party  
 
Jan. 10  -   2009 Annual Orbiteer Banquet , Giovanni’s Italian Resturant, 1:30 pm. 
                      9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd,  San Diego CA. 
                            
 
  
Local Field Weather:  (619) 661-8297 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 


