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Chairman’s Corner – Mark Chomyn 

 

These monthly columns have had a habit of concentrating on our club’s outdoor activities at Perris. Some 

avid indoor flyers may ask where we are in finding an indoor venue? Well, we’ve been searching. It appears 

our return to the Grossmont Community College basketball gym is not an option. Other locations we’ve 

investigated include, an SDSU facility, a local school, a local church gym and a gym at a community/senior 

center in Encinitas.  

 

Regarding the Encinitas location, I’d like to get feedback on the interest in the possible use of the center’s 

gym. As an Encinitas resident I would get a little price break on the rental fee. For use of the full gym floor 

(73 feet x 113 feet) the hourly rental fee is $125 per hour with a 2-hour minimum. Rental of a half gym area 

(36 feet x 56 feet) is $65 with same 2-hour minimum. If we keep Sunday (once a month) as our flying day, 

the gym is open on Sunday from noon to four o’clock. If we keep our historical four-hour flying session time 

the full gym rental would be $500.00, and the half gym would be $260.00. If these costs were to come out of 

our treasury, we would deplete our coffers in a matter of a few months. 

 

So, would like to get some feedback from club members regarding their interest in the possible renting of the 

Encinitas venue if it means a cost per flyer to attend. There is a possibility that we could use our club’s 

treasury to absorb some of the monthly cost to keep flyer costs down. Need input from you about: 

• What would members be willing to pay per person for monthly use of the gym? 

• Should we consider using only a half-gym area to keep costs down? 

• Should we consider a time frame of less than four-hour sessions to keep costs down? 

• How many flyers would be interested in the indoor sessions? The more we get the more economical it 

becomes.   

Would appreciate some feedback, so send me an email at ncmeyn@outlook.com. And if you have any 

comments regarding the above approach, please include that in your response. If response is favorable, I will 

meet with the community/senior center staff to see what dates and times would be available. 

 

Thankfully our use of the Taibi Field site in Perris is not as complicated as our indoor flying situation. Our 

next outdoor monthly event is Sunday, October 15. The event will feature Old Time/Nostalgia Rubber, glider 

(HL, CL and Towline) and power (electric and gas). I’ll bring my old timer ABAG (anything but a 

Gollywock) Ace Whitman Albatross to the battle. Hope to see you there.  

 

For you Flying Aces and scale fans don’t forget the WESTFAC MK IX contest, October 26-29 at Rovey 

Ranch in Buckeye AZ. Good luck to all who attend. Coming up in November we have the Orbiteer- Fresno 

GMC Dual Club meet, November 10-12 at Lost Hills CA.  If you take the trip up north wish you safe travels 

and good luck on the field. May the thermals be with you.  

 

Writing about the upcoming WESTFAC contest took me back to my experience at the Scale Staffel Two-

Day in September. I brought my recently built PT Aviation Ryan Trainer (based on the old Comet nickel 

kits) to the contest with high hopes of getting some prize money in the double-nickel contest sponsored by 

PT Aviation. The plane itself was fun to build, built up very light and looked great, but darn if I could get 

that plane to fly under power. The winner of the event flew the high-wing cabin model. Should have known. 

 

mailto:ncmeyn@outlook.com


Don’t build a low-winger unless you spend adequate time getting it trimmed. I didn’t and the results 

reflected my lack of preparation. Would have loved to pose for a picture with the big blown-up images of the 

US legal tender that Wiliam Scoot prepared for photos of the winners. Well, at least it didn’t get destroyed in 

the process of trying to get it air born. I’ll keep tweaking it until I can get some descent flight times. Never 

give up. Never say never.  

 

This is the month for our annual celebration of ghosts and goblins. Yes, it’s time for Halloween. So, get a 

pumpkin and take out that Exacto knife with the sawtooth blade (#X215) and carve away. Don’t forget to 

add a small, lit candle to the interior for visual effects. When the sun goes down your artwork will glow and 

amaze your neighbors and the ghosts and goblins that ring the doorbell.  

 

Have a Happy Halloween! 

Mark 

  

“The first Goldberg model was produced at age 15. Covered with waxed paper it would stay in the air only 

for short 65-foot semi-circular flights. This was a single prop pusher from plans in early model books. No 

balsa was available at that time.”                           

Carl Goldberg: Mr. Modeling, July/August 1963 American Modeler Magazine  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Airfoils                                                                                                                  

By Mike Jester 

 

 I can’t remember exactly when I became fascinated with airplanes. It was probably when I was 

around ten years old. At that time, I was playing with Sleek Streek, Skeeter, and Sky Streak rubber powered, 

slide together balsa wood model airplanes. I also loved the Strato balsa wood glider with its ubiquitous 

slidable plastic wing clip that seemed to provide the perfect V-shaped wing dihedral. Of course, there was no 

Internet back then, but I had plenty of books on airplanes. Every single one of these books had a diagram and 

an explanation that said the same thing. With absolute conviction they stated that the lift of an airplane wing 

was due to its tear-drop airfoil. As explained in these books, the air has to go faster over the curved upper 

surface than the flat lower surface in order to join at the trailing edge of the wing. The picture below is pretty 

typical of what appeared in all of my airplane books. According to the theory set forth, this airfoil produces 

lower pressure on the upper surface of the wing, resulting in a lifting force. I was having too much fun flying 

my slide together models to research and challenge the gospel of the lift produced by a tear-drop airfoil. But 

in the back of my mind, I was thinking, why did my slide together models fly great with flat sheet balsa 

wood wings? Moreover, if the gospel were true, why could a real airplane fly upside down for as long as the 

pilot wanted to fly it inverted? 

 
 Well, as it turns out, most of the lift of a model airplane wing comes from the positive incidence of 

the wing. The simplest explanation is that the oncoming air pushes on the underside of the wing. Yes, the 

tear drop airfoil produces some lift. More importantly, the airfoil shape can be optimized to maximize the lift 

and minimize the drag.  

 The lift force that can be generated by a given airfoil at a predetermined airspeed depends on the 

shape of the airfoil, especially on the amount of camber, i.e., the amount of curvature such that the upper 

surface is more convex than the lower surface. In general, increasing the camber of the wing increases the lift 

at a given airspeed. But a thicker wing generates more drag than a thinner wing. Most wings used in our free 

flight models have a curved upper surface and a flat lower surface. They are easy to build and cover, and are 

accurate for most scale models. I designed my Three Nite P-30 with a Neelmeyer airfoil that has a flat 

bottom because Bill Henn, a highly successful modeler, used this airfoil on all his models. This P-30 design 

was intended for beginners and I wanted a wing that was easy to build and easy to cover. Securing tissue to 

the concave underside of a wing was not something that I wanted a beginner to have to deal with.  

 

Sport models like P-30, F1B and F1G models, can achieve significant improvements in fight times, 

particularly in the glide, by using thin, under cambered airfoils. They are not easy to construct or cover, and 

 



the ribs often need carbon fiber composite caps since they are so thin. The Gollywock model designed in the 

late 1930’s even has an under cambered wing. The wings of indoor duration stick models, such as Limited 

Penny Plane and P-18 models, typically use curved ribs that have a 1/16 x 1/16-inch cross section. They are 

only covered on the top side. Years ago, I took Bill Gowen’s advice that at very low Reynolds numbers a 

circular rib shape is just fine for these slow flying models. 

 

 

P-30 Wing Construction with Under Camber Ribs  

Starting in the late 1920s the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) developed and 

thoroughly tested a series of airfoils. These airfoils were published with numerical designation, e.g., NACA 

6409. This enabled engineers to quickly identify the best airfoil for a real aircraft during its design. There are 

other standard airfoil designs with different designations such as SI, USA, RJ and Gottingen. I have read 

about serious F1A, F1B and F1G modelers using preferred NACA airfoils. However, I am not sure that 

many of the NACA airfoils are useful in our free flight model airplanes since the data was collected for much 

larger wings that fly at much higher speeds. Most free flight modelers just use the ribs in the kit, or the airfoil 

shown on the plan. If they design their own model, they often use an airfoil successfully used by another 

modeler, like I did when I chose the Neelmeyer airfoil for my Three Nite P-30. It looks a lot like the widely 

used Clark Y airfoil, which also has a flat bottom. In my experience, good trim, proper winding, and picking 

good air are each far more important to achieving long flights of an outdoor rubber powered model than the 

particular airfoil of the wing. Those expensive F1B and F1G models that are built in eastern Europe come 

with very thin, under cambered wings that have the best airfoil shape for competing at the highest level. 

 

 
  

In conclusion, I extend my apologies to aeronautical engineers for any over simplification of the 

relevant aerodynamic principles.                                                                              

 



San Diego Orbiteers 
Flying Schedule 2023 
Taibi Field Perris, Ca 

 

Primary Date   Rain Date            Event                        CD___                  
 
August 20    Aug 27     P-30 
                                                    Power 
                                                    Glider 5x5 HLG, CLG              
  
September (15,16,17)              Free Flight Championship, Lost Hills 

  
September 24                             Coupe 
                                                    Glider/Power    
                                          
October 15         October 22    OT/NOS  
                                                    Glider/Power                   
 
November (10,11,12)              Dual Club Annual, Lost Hill, Ca.          
 
November 19    November 26     P-30 
                                                    Glider/Power              
 

December 17         Make-up     
 
MP 8/23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 
Chairman 
     Mark Chomyn ………….…..(760) 753-7164 
                         chomyn@roadrunner.com 
Vice Chairman  
     John Hutchison……….….…(619) 303-0785 
                         johnhutchison1@cox.net 
Secretary 
     John Merrill …………………(619) 449-4047 
                         johnrmerrill@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer (Trustee at Large) 
       Howard Haupt …….……...(858) 272-5656 
                        hlhaupt1033@att.net 
 
Don Bartick ……………..…….. (760) 789-3773 
                         dbartick@4-warddesign.com 
 
Mike Jester ……………………..(775) 831-8303 
                         michaelhjester@gmail   
 
Mike Pykelny …………..…….…(858) 748-6235 
                         MPykelny@dslextreme.com 
 
Tim Batiuk …..……..…………..(949) 547-4644 
                         tbatiuk@gmail.com   
                          
 
  

ORBITEER TASK LEADERS 
Competition Director and Score Keeper 
     Mike Pykelny..………….…..(858) 748-6235 
                         MPykelny@dslextreme.com 
Banquet and Social Activity Coordinator 
     Linda Piazza...………….…..(858) 748-6235 
                         MPykelny@dslextreme.com 
Safety Officer & Field Marshall 
     Open Position     ……..…….(xxx) xxx-xxxx 
                        yourname@volunteer  
Web Master  
      Kathy McLaughlin…...…….(619) 303-0785 
                        kamclaughlin1@cox.net    
Newsletter Editor / Membership Cordinator 
       Howard Haupt …….…..…..(858) 272-5656 
                        hlhaupt1033@att.net   

 
 
 

 
 
ORBITEERS MEMBERSHIP DUES 
    Annual Membership  -  $20 
    Lifetime Membership  -  $250  
    Non-Member Newsletter Subscription - $15 
    Junior Members 16 years old or younger - Free  
 
Submit Dues to Club Treasurer: 
     Howard Haupt 
     3860 Ecochee Avenue 
     San Diego, CA  92117-4622   
 
THE FINE PRINT   THE FINE PRINT 

El Torbellino is the official newsletter of the San 
Diego Orbiteers, an Academy of Model 
Aeronautics (AMA) Charter Club (#1113) and a 
California not for Profit Corporation.  This 
newsletter is sent monthly to all paid members, 
selected exchange and magazine editors.  Non-
Members may subscribe at $15.00 per year within 
the U.S.A., offshore price will be adjusted to 
reflect the postage required.  Materials from El 
Torbellino may be reproduced on an unlimited 
basis by other publications, but proper credit is 
requested. 

 
 

ORBITEER WEB SITE 
www.SanDiegoOrbiteers.com 
Webmaster:  Kathy McLaughlin 
 
 
CONTRIBUTORS THIS ISSUE:  
Mark Chomyn             
Mike Pykelny 
Don Bartick                
 
 
PHOTO CREDITS THIS ISSUE :  
Mark Chomyn          Page 1 
Mike Jester                        3  
Arline Bartick                     6, 7    
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Howard L. Haupt / Editor                                                  
3860 Ecochee Avenue 
San Diego, California 92117-4266 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING    -    October / November 2023 

 
October (26, 27, 28, 29)  WestFac 2023 Scale Contest 
                                        See enclosed flyer for details                                
 
November (10, 11, 12)     Dual Clubs Free Flight Bonanza Contest 
                                         See enclosed flyer for details 
 
November 19          -    San Diego Orbiteer Outdoor Monthly  
                                     Taibi Flying Field, Perris CA,  7:30 am 
                                     Events:  P-30  /  GLIDER  /  POWER 
  
 

 

 


